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Abstract:
This study aims to investigate the manifestations of feminist cyborg presence and its role
in exposing implicit cultural structures in Hanan al-Shaykh’s novel My Story Is Long to
Tell. It employs the concept of the “feminist cyborg” as a critical framework for analyzing
the patriarchal structures embedded in the narrative. The study adopts an integrated critical
approach combining deconstructive criticism, cultural and postcolonial criticism, and
phenomenological analysis, drawing primarily on Donna Haraway’s concept of the
cyborg. It focuses on representations of the female body, memory, identity, place, and
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narrative structure in order to examine the mechanisms through which patriarchal
boundaries are challenged. The study concludes that the character “Kamila” transcends
the conventional representation of the submissive woman and becomes an active agent in
shaping her identity and narrative through reconstructing memory, challenging spatial and
temporal boundaries, employing colloquial language, and using cinema and virtual spaces
as alternative spheres for identity formation. The study also demonstrates that the narrative
structure itself displays cyborg-like characteristics through the fragmentation and
reconstruction of memory by means of oral storytelling, letters, documents, and songs.
These mechanisms contribute to revealing the implicit cultural structures associated with
the female body, identity, and patriarchal authority.

Keywords: Feminist Cyborg; Hanan al-Shaykh; My Story Is Long to Tell; Cultural
Criticism; Female Body; Implicit Cultural Structures.
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