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Abstract:

Since the mid-twentieth century, the prominence of the ugly, the vulgar, and the profane
in contemporary Western visual art has increased markedly, giving rise to extensive
debates concerning aesthetic value, the limits of artistic freedom, and its relationship to
ethics and education. Critical perspectives remain divided between those who regard these
expressions as authentic artistic visions with legitimate aesthetic and cultural foundations
and those who view them as evidence of a decline in the symbolic representation of ideas
and objects, resulting in spiritual emptiness and a loss of meaning.

This paper examines the intellectual and aesthetic contexts that have contributed to the
emergence of the ugly, the vulgar, and the profane in Western culture, while also
addressing the challenges of engaging with artistic practices that conflict with the core
values of Arab-Islamic culture. The study adopts a transdisciplinary critical approach
through the analysis of selected artworks and aesthetic theories, together with a discussion
of the implications of incorporating such artistic practices into art education within Arab-
Islamic societies.
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The study concludes that there is a need to develop a critical educational approach that
enables learners to understand and critically analyze these artistic trends without resorting
to uncritical imitation. Such an approach can help prevent cultural alienation while
reinforcing the role of art in cultivating aesthetic appreciation and cultural awareness.
Keywords : the ugly; the vulgar; the profane ; contemporary Western visual art ;
alienation; Arab-Islamic culture ; art education.
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3" La notion de dépense improductive est au cceur de la pensée de Bataille : La société ne se réduit pas a la production utile, mais inclut des
formes de consommation ostentatoire, de sacrifice, deluxe et de gaspillage qui ne produisent aucun bénéfice mesurable".( Bataille, 1949, p.
35)

4" Le choc n'est pas une valeur esthétique en soi. L'art qui mise uniquement sur la provocation sensorielle sans travail formel reste prisonnier

de I'immédiateté. La véritable expérience esthétique exige une distance réflexive que le dégodt brut annihile” (Schaeffer, 1992, p. 148.)
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8" .Le dégoiit est avant tout une réaction sociale naturalisée. L'utilisation de matiéres abjectes dans l'art reléve souvent d'une stratégie de distinction ou
I'élite culturelle affirme sa capacité a transcender les répulsions ordinaires" (Bourdieu, 1979, p. 563.)
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11".L'abjection n'est pas un état esthétique en soi. Elle marque une frontiére instable entre le sujet et I'objet, le propre et le sale. L'art qui se

contente d'exposer I'abject sans le travailler symboliquement risque de dissoudre le sujet plutdt que de le purger” (Kristeva, 1980, p. 18)
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