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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the most significant sociological theories in the sociology of
religion by reviewing their epistemological contexts, analyzing the similarities and
differences between them, and evaluating the points of strength and weakness in their
interpretations of religion and the religious phenomenon. The study is built upon specific
research questions that it seeks to answer using scientific methods (descriptive-analytical,
comparative, and historical). It includes a review of key conceptual and theoretical
frameworks and an analysis of the main explanatory theories of religion, comparing their
outcomes and examining their implications.
Among the key findings of the study: it focused on both the functionalist theory and the
theory of social action regarding the role of religion in society. Although it studied each
concept in isolation, it emphasized the importance of synthesizing theories for a more
comprehensive understanding. The study also found that conflict theory — particularly in
how it uses religion as a tool employed by dominant powers to legitimize their authority
and reproduce the social structure — plays a major role in shaping social dynamics.
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