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Abstract:

This research examines the thought of Muhammad al-Tahir Ibn Ashur and his contribution
to addressing the relationship between religion and the state in modern Islamic thought,
particularly after the collapse of the Ottoman Caliphate and the publication of Islam and
the Foundations of Governance by Ali Abd al-Raziq.

The study highlights Ibn Ashur as one of the leading reformers of the twentieth century
who advocated enlightened ijtihad (independent reasoning), educational reform, and the
integration of Islamic sciences with contemporary social realities and the needs of the
Muslim community.

The research also discusses the historical circumstances following the abolition of the
Ottoman Caliphate in 1924, which created a political and intellectual vacuum and sparked
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extensive debates concerning the legitimacy of the Caliphate and the relationship between
Islam and politics.

The study focuses on Ibn Ashur's critique of Ali Abd al-Raziq's argument that Islam is
purely a spiritual religion that neither prescribes a specific political system nor obliges
Muslims to establish a caliphate. Ibn Ashur rejected this view, maintaining that Islam is a
comprehensive way of life that regulates individual, social, and political affairs and that
political authority is necessary for realizing the objectives of Islamic law

Keywoeds: Justice, Islamic Caliphate, Religion and Politics, Educational Reform.
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