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Abstract:

This study aims to develop and test a multilevel explanatory model for understanding
entrepreneurial behavior within the context of small businesses by examining the
structural relationships among entrepreneurial passion, regulatory focus, psychological
capital, professional identity, and entrepreneurial leadership. The study is grounded in the
assumption that entrepreneurial action does not emerge from isolated and direct
psychological effects, but rather develops through mediating pathways in which
motivational, psychological, cognitive, and organizational dimensions interact within
complex professional environments. A quantitative explanatory design based on
Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) was employed. The study sample consisted of 260
participants drawn from small business owners and workers in the café, restaurant, and
related service sectors. The findings revealed that entrepreneurial passion and regulatory
focus contribute to the mobilization of psychological capital, which in turn influences the
development of professional identity and entrepreneurial leadership, ultimately enhancing
entrepreneurial behavior. The results further indicated that the influence of psychological
capital becomes more pronounced through indirect pathways associated with cognitive
and organizational levels than through its direct effect on entrepreneurial behavior. In
addition, alternative model testing and robustness analysis using PLS-SEM supported the
validity of the proposed model in comparison with direct linear models. The study
contributes to the literature by proposing an integrative explanatory framework that
reconceptualizes the role of psychological capital within a multidimensional system for
understanding entrepreneurial behavior, while highlighting the interaction between
motivation, psychological resources, professional identity, and action-regulation
mechanisms in small business contexts.

Keywords : Entrepreneurial behavior ; entrepreneurial passion ; psychological capital ;
professional identity ; entrepreneurial leadership ; structural équation modeling.
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