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Abstract:
This study examines a critical issue in the science of Hadith criticism,namely the
contradiction between connected (mawsil) and mursal narrations. This issue represents
one of the most significant forms of discrepancy in Hadith transmission, as it directly
affects the evaluation of Hadith authenticity. The research aims to explore the
methodology of early Hadith critics in addressing this type of contradiction and to identify
the principles they employed in preferring either the connected or the mursal narration.
The study adopts an inductive method by collecting the statements of Hadith scholars on
this issue, as well as an analytical approach through examining practical examples from
Hadith collections and books of 'ilal (hidden defects). In addition, a critical method is
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employed to analyze scholarly opinions and determine the most convincing views based
on contextual indicators. The study concludes.

that early Hadith critics did not apply a fixed rule in prioritizing either the connected or
the mursal narration. Instead, their judgments were primarily based on various contextual
indicators such as the reliability and precision of narrators, the number of transmission
routes, and the circumstances of narration. The research also highlights that disagreements
in this issue have had notable implications in certain juristic rulings.

Keywords: Connected and Mursal Narrations— ‘Ilal al-Hadith — Methodology of Hadith
Scholars — Preference Between Narrations — Hadith

Indicators.
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