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Abstract:

At this stage of the study, it is useful to define, as clearly as possible, the phenomenon of
urbanization. This phenomenon stands apart from others in the relationship between the
city and urbanization because it is extremely complex. This complexity emerges from its
multifaceted dimensions, the overlapping of its causes and sources, the intricate web of
its direct and indirect interactions and effects, and the varying levels at which it occurs,
both in terms of scope and intensity. It is worth noting that the concepts of city and
urbanization are often confused, intentionally or unintentionally, leading some to consider
them synonymous, even though they are certainly not. It is therefore beneficial and
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necessary to emphasize here the importance of clarifying these terms in general and
focusing on their proper usage.

This study aims to highlight the sources we relied upon in approaching the subject of
reconstructing the historical image shaped by the policies of the Ghadames people in
Ghadames, particularly concerning the development of the caravan management system
that transformed it into a transit point and desert market. It also serves as a hub for
organizing trade between northern ports and the southern Sahara regions. In our humble
opinion, this is a fundamental methodological step deserving of careful attention within
the realm of historical research connected to Libyan national history. It is not an
exaggeration to describe it as a correction of aspects of the historical image constructed
by foreign Orientalist research regarding the founding period of Ghadames and the inter-
regional trade conducted through it.

Keywords: Ghadames, Ain, Al-Faras, roads, and trading posts
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