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Abstract:

The study of time in narrative works is a venture that demands from the researcher a great
deal of deliberation and foresight, for time in its narrative form does not manifest as it
does in its ordinary, familiar state. Narrative works have forged their own unique
temporality one that has captured the attention of critics and scholars alike. Narrative time
operates within a framework of techniques, events, and intentional gaps, rendering it
distinct from natural time or, if one may say, autobiographical time. There exists a striking
variance in how time is treated across narrative genres, such as the novel, and in the shards
of autobiographical writing.

Narrative time endeavors to reveal itself through the temporal techniques employed by
storytellers, often drawing upon theoretical foundations laid by the Russian formalists and
others. And since it is impractical to encompass every narrative work, a particular text
must be selected to illuminate the possible techniques in play. The choice has fallen upon
The First Well by Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, a work that stands as a form of autobiographical
writing. It offers an opportunity to examine its literary stature and the ways in which it
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diverges from the novelistic genre, while simultaneously borrowing narrative tools and
mechanisms—particularly in its construction of events, characters, and the spatiotemporal
fabric that ultimately shapes the temporal architecture of the text.

Keywords: autobiographie -annachroneis narratives -la porte¢ de 1’anachroné -récit
scénique.
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