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Abstract:
This study aims to examine and analyze the juristic and legal-theoretical (usiilT) maxims
embedded in the manuscript al-Muntakhab al-Sulaymani fi al-Figh al-Nu ‘mant, attributed
to the Chief Judge of Egypt and Greater Syria, the HanafT jurist Shaykh Sulayman ibn Abi
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al-‘Izz ibn Wahib al-Azra‘1. The manuscript is regarded as one of the significant sources
within the Hanafi legal tradition, as it combines sound theoretical foundations with the
practical application of Shari ah rulings. The importance of this study stems from the fact
that juristic and ustli maxims constitute central methodological tools for understanding
Islamic jurisprudence, regulating its issues, reducing particular cases to their universal
principles, and revealing the approaches of jurists in legal reasoning and preference
(tarjih), and the study adopts the descriptive-analytical method as its primary approach,
supported by the inductive and deductive methods. This is achieved through tracing the
juristic and usiilt maxims found across nine juridical chapters included in the manuscript,
namely: the Book of Prayer, the Book of Zakah, the Book of Oaths, the Book of Marriage,
the Book of Divorce, the Book of Manumission, the Book of Sales, the Book of Pre-
emption (Shuf‘ah), and the Book of Pledge (Rahn). These maxims are systematically
collected, their formulations analyzed, and their juristic implications clarified, alongside
an ustl interpretation that highlights the evidentiary foundations upon which they are
built and the contexts in which they are applied across various juristic branches, so The
findings of the study demonstrate that the author of the manuscript adopted a well-
established scholarly methodology in formulating juristic and ustlt maxims, combining
conciseness of expression with precision of meaning, clarity of logical structure, and a
strong linkage between the maxims and their practical applications. The study further
reveals that these maxims are not presented in the work as abstract theoretical statements;
rather, they are embedded within an applied context that serves the process of legal
derivation and reflects the author’s ability to employ maxims in regulating juristic
branches and referring them back to their overarching principles, in accordance with the
methodology of the Hanafi school and The study also concludes that the maxims
contained in al-Muntakhab al-Sulaymani represent an applied model of juristic
codification within the Hanafi tradition during the seventh century AH. They contribute
to highlighting the integrative relationship between jurisprudence (figh) and legal theory
(ustl al-figh), thereby enhancing the understanding of the mechanisms of ijtihad within
the school. In light of these findings, the study recommends giving greater attention to
HanafT juristic manuscripts through rigorous critical editions and scholarly investigation,
and highlighting the juristic and usiili maxims they contain, due to their significant role in
renewing juristic research and strengthening the connection between the authentic juristic
heritage and the requirements of contemporary reality.

Keywords: Juristic Maxims; Ustlt Maxims; Juristic Manuscripts; Hanafl School.
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