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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the mechanisms of intertextuality and the ways of
employing heritage in contemporary Arabic poetry, highlighting their semantic, aesthetic,
and critical dimensions and their role in expressing Arab concerns and the transformations
of modern society. It approaches intertextuality as a creative strategy that extends beyond
quotation and imitation to the reinterpretation and reconstruction of inherited texts within
new contexts, thereby generating contemporary meanings. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach by examining selected examples of contemporary Arabic poetry,
identifying their heritage references, and analyzing the mechanisms through which these
references operate, drawing on critical concepts associated with intertextuality and
dialogism. It explores the principal sources of intertextuality, including the Holy Quran,
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classical Arabic poetry, mythology, and historical heritage, as well as generic
intertextuality, which facilitates the interaction of poetry with drama, fiction, and cinema.
The study also examines major forms of intertextuality, particularly repetitive, absorptive,
and dialogic intertextuality, and investigates how inherited symbols and historical figures
are employed to produce meanings relevant to contemporary political and social realities.
The findings indicate that the use of heritage in contemporary Arabic poetry is not merely
a reproduction of the past; rather, it constitutes a creative process through which inherited
materials are reinterpreted in light of present concerns. This process enriches the semantic
structure of poetic texts, deepens their symbolic potential, and enables poets to articulate
collective experiences, political struggles, and social aspirations. The study concludes that
intertextuality represents a significant aesthetic and intellectual mechanism through which
contemporary Arabic poetry negotiates the relationship between cultural continuity and
artistic innovation.

Keywords: Intertextuality; Heritage Appropriation; Contemporary Arabic Poetry;
Quranic Intertextuality; Historical Symbolism; Generic Intertextuality.
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