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Abstract

This research presents an investigative study of narrative aesthetics and the poetics of
spatial settings in Quranic stories. It stems from a central problematic that examines how
"place" transformed from a mere silent physical space into an active dramatic structure
that participates in formulating meaning and directing the movement of the narrative
event. The research aims to uncover the artistic characteristics of the Quranic system from
a critical perspective that combines the authenticity of rhetorical heritage with the
developments of contemporary narrative methodologies, focusing on the concept of
"poetics" as a creative energy that transcends geographical description to reach horizons.
The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing semiotic tools to decode
spatial settings. The research material was distributed across three pivotal chapters:

The first chapter focused on monitoring the aesthetic foundations of the narrative,
analyzing mechanisms of condensation and reduction, and how "narrative gaps" are
employed to activate the recipient's role, in addition to studying focalization techniques
and the multiplicity of perspectives that grant the Quranic story its renewed vitality.

The second chapter moved to interrogate the "poetics of place," distinguishing between
patterns of spatial settings; from an intimate place that grants tranquility and sanctity—
such as the Mihrab and the Holy Valley—to a hostile place that embodies alienation and
distress—such as the well (Al-Jubb) and the prison. It explains that place in the Quran
practices the act of "humanization," as it interacts with the character in terms of ascent
and descent, and narrowness and vastness.

The third chapter presented a comparative applied study between the stories of Joseph and
Moses (peace be upon them), revealing the dynamics of shifting space. In the story of
Joseph, space moves in closed circles leading to empowerment, while in the story of
Moses, space takes on an open epic character (the sea, the mountain, the wilderness)
shaped according to the Divine Will to support the truth. The research reached
fundamental results, most importantly that Quranic narrative achieves the unity of the
"Chronotope" (time-space) with supreme brilliance, where the event is inseparable from
its poetic space. The study also proved that the eloquence of place in the Quran is an aspect
of linguistic inimitability (I’jaz), as it transforms spatial vocabulary into value-based.
The research recommends at its conclusion the necessity of openness to spatial studies in
the Holy Quran and exploring the impact of the "absent place" in building the recipient's
aesthetic perception, emphasizing that the Quranic text will remain a fertile material for
critical studies that know no bounds.

Keywords: Quranic Stories, Narrative Aesthetics, Poetics of Place, Semiotic Space,
Narrative Condensation, Focalization.
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